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Board of Trustees approve 3.7% tuition hike, general fund budget

BY ANYA ZENTMEYER
GVL EDITOR IN CHIEF

2012-2013
Tuition Rates

he Grand Valley State University Board
of Trustees approved a 3.7 percentage
tuition increase for the 2012-2013 aca
demic year at their July J3 meeting at Pew
Campus’ Eberhard Center. The increase
translates to a per-semester hike of $181
per credit hour, bringing the average yearly
tuition for a full-time, in-state student from
$9,716 in 2011-2012 to $10,078 this fall.
‘‘The challenge is clear,” said President
Thomas J. Haas in a statement released by
GVSU’s News and Information Services
following the approval. ‘‘We are increasing
financial aid beyond the increase in tuition
and we’re keeping our tuition rate below the
state average for public universities. Our
graduates are’sought after by employers, and
we continue to keep high-quality, well-edu
cated workers in the state.”
GVSU is one of the last of Michigan’s 15
public universities to set 2012-2013 tuition

T

SEE TUITION HIKE, A3

I

minute lor
12 lo 15 civil its:

1VII kcsiilcnt

Non-Resident

$5,093 $1,284

GVL7 Robert Mathews
Accountability: President Thomas J. Haas presents the board with the university
trustees with his accountability report at the July 13 Board ofTrustees meeting.

Affordable Care Act
costs students extra
cash for health care
AUSTIN METZ
GVL ASSOCIATE EDITOR

that seems rare to find this
summer.
One has recently been
installed at the Sustainable
Agriculture Project located
on Luce Street, just south of
campus.
“The heat hasn’t really
affected the garden tremen
dously,” said Levi Gardner,
community garden manager

In the wake of the
passing of President
Barack Obama’s new
healthcare reform bill,
the Affordable Care
Act, Grand Valley State
University is changing
its insurance policies to
meet the new rules and
regulations needed to
BARTELS
provide students with
proper insurance.
“The 2011-2012 policy was a $50,000 policy
and the 2012-2013 policy is a $100,000 policy,”
said Candy Mears, an account manager for GV
SU’s Student Assurance Services. “The previous
plan had no preventative or wellness care and the
new plan is in line with the new Obamacare.”
Since the new healthcare reform will l?e pro
viding students with increased coverage, students
should expect an increase in cost in the coming
years.
The overall cost of insurance for GVSU stu
dents for the 2011-2012 school year totaled
$680.00 annually for students under the age of 30
with distribution dates for that money split up be
tween the fall, winter, and summer semesters. For
the 2012-2013 school year, students under the age
of 26 will be paying $1,052 a year with the price
for each semester increasing close to 50 percent.
The cost per dependent will also increase over 100
percent.
Mears explained that next year’s policy would
increase to a $500,000 policy with the following
year moving to an unlimited policy.
“In the future, pre-existing illnesses will be
covered,” Mears said. “Right now there is a 30day waiting period. Students under GVSU’s insur
ance policy also do not have a network so you can
go anywhere, anywhere in the world and receive
treatment.”
Mears also said that in the past, no preventa
tive and wellness care was covered and all changes
are being made to cover the changes required to
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Firework fail: Allendale Fire Fighters responded to a grass fire in Hillcrest late last month caused by students using bottle rockets.
*
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Allendale considers firework ordinance
BY ANYA ZENTMEYER
GVL EDITOR IN CHIEF

In the wake of a national
holiday that is known for
it’s vast array of firework
displays across the U.S.,
Allendale Township, which
contains Grand Valley State
University, is considering an
ordinance much like ones
passed across the state of
Michigan following the Jan

uary legalization of “novelty
firework” use.
New ordinances prohibit
the use of these fireworks
I
outside of the 10 major na
tional holidays, and the days
before and after each. So,
for the July 4 celebrations,
citizens of cities with fire
work ordinances like Grand
Rapids could light off fire
works on their own property
on July 3,4 and 5 - all other

use of fireworks until labor
day are a violation of these
local ordinances.
“I anticipate that we will
pass a new ordinance,” said
Jerry Alkema, township
supervisor, who noted that
the topic was discussed at
the township board’s most
recent meeting.
As it stands, Allendale
does have an ordinance
dealing with fireworks pos

session, displays, shows,
demonstrations, storage or
sale that was passed in 2010.
The ordinance regulates the
use of all fireworks, and asks
anyone planning on light
ing off a “fireworks display,
show or demonstration” to
submit an application to the
township at least 60 days
prior to the event to secure

SEE FIREWORKS, A3

DON'T LET THEM SEE YOU SWEAT
GV fairs well in summer heat wave, has concerns about long-term effects of warmer weather
BY MORGAN MILLER
GVL STAFF WRITER

While for some, recent
bout of record temperatures
combined with absence
of rain have shriveled up
lawns into patches of hay
and killed their flowers and
gardens, Grand Valley State
University grass doesn’t re
semble other lawns outside
of it’s campus. In fact, work

ers haven’t broken a sweat in
the face of the hot, dry tem
peratures - which has earned
their place in the history
books as the hottest sum
mer on reeprd in the U.S.,
and globally as the hottest
decade in the world - while
officials say the benefits of
“going green” have worked
in the university’s favor.
“Water is a concern,”
said Bart Bartels, campus

sustainability manager. “Be
cause of natural landscaping
and retention ponds, water
usage on campus is about
25 million fewer gallons
than we used in 2005 so on
the consumption side we are
moving the right direction.” .
Thanks to a drip irriga
tion system, the campus is
looker greener than the sur
rounding areas to provide
that golf course green grass

A2INEWS
NEWS EDITOR LIZZY BALBOA

NEWS BRIEFS
Former U.S. security advisor awarded the Col.
Ralph H. Hauenstein Fellowship medal
Grand Valley State University's Hauenstein Center
for Presidential Studies awarded former U.S. National
Security Advisor Brent Scowcroft with the Col. Ralph
W. Hauenstein Fellowship medal July 13 at the Ger
ald R. Ford Presidential Foundation's William E. Simon
Lecture and luncheon, hosted at the J.W. Marriott Ho
tel's International Ballroom in Grand Rapids.
The fellowship given to Scowcroft, who served
under both the Gerald Ford and George H. W. Bush
administrations, is the most prestigious award given
by the Hauenstein Center.
Before serving as a U.S. national security advisor,
Scowcroft was a Lieutenant General in the Air Force,
served as Military Assistant to former President Rich
ard Nixon and was Deputy Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs in the Nixon and Ford ad
ministrations.
From 2001-2005, Scowcroft served as Chair
man of the President's Foreign Intelligence Advisory
Board under George W. Bush, and assisted current
President Barack Obama in choosing his own nation
al security team. Scowcroft has held positions in the
Organization of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Headquar
ters of the U.S. Air Force and the Office of the Assis
tant Secretary of Defense for International Security.
Currently Scowcroft is the director of the Qualcomm
Corporation, and cochairman of the Blue Ribbon
Commission on America's Nuclear Future as welf as
a member of the University of California President's
Council on National Laboratories.
For more information on GVSU's Hauenstein Cen
ter for Presidential Studies, visit allpresidents.org.
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GV student,

Michigan, spreads awareness about disabilities
through Roll-A-Thon event on Allendale Campus
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accurate news possible. If we make a mistake, we
want to make it right. If you find any errors in fact in
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by emailing editorial@lanthorn.com.
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major, Stephanie Deible, poses with her new swag
from her recent title as Ms. Wheelchair Michigan.
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nie Deible said she knew
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wanted to do an event at on
the university’s campus.
“As soon as I got crowned,
it immediately started pop
ping up in my head ‘what
can I do at Grand Valley?”’
Deible said. “Just because I’m
State
a student here and I wanted to
involve the community and
Grand Valley’s always been
super supportive. “
So after the Ms. Wheel
chair Michigan state coor
dinator suggested a Roll-AThon, Deible brought the
idea back home to GVSU,
who agreed to let her use
the Kelly Family Sports
Center, located on the Al
lendale Campus, to host the
event. The Roll-A-Thon,
open to those with dis
abilities and those without,
will give participants the
opportunity to use adap
tive sports equipment like
bicycles, hand-cycles, and
specialized equipment for
particular sports like rugby
or tennis.
The Roll-A-Thon, which
takes place July 21 from
3-9 p.m., is free and as easy
as just showing up, Deible
said.
“Come and roll as much
as you want and hang out we’ll have food there,” she
said. “ So, hopefully it’ll be
an event where people can
come and enjoy and be ac
tive. “
Deible hopes to collec
tively roll about 100 miles
at the Roll-A-Thon, which
aims at giving a little bit of
perspective on those who
co-exist with disability ev
ery day.

*

“Because a lot of times,
I think that people are in
timidated by wheelchairs
- they come up to me, and
they see me or other people
in wheelchairs, and they
don’t necessarily know
what to ask or if it’s okay
to ask questions,” she said.
“So, I just want to give
people a chance to use the
equipment and see that I’m
just like anybody else; any
body else in a chair is just
like you or just like other
people who don’t use them
- there’s really no differ
ence. Just to see beyond the
chair and get a chance to
use it.”
Deible has been working
with a number of organiza
tions to spread the word
and make her Roll-A-Thon
a reality, including Mary
Free Bed Rehabilitation
Hospital, and GVSU’s Dis
ability Support Resources
among a whole host of
other local and university
disability advocacy groups
for not only advertising, but
adaptive sports equipment,
which will be provided for
participants who don’t have
their own.
There are no scholar
ships for these events,
so all of the costs are up
to Deible to find either
through sponsorships, do
nations and sometimes out
of her own pocket. But that
hardly seems troubling to
Deible, who has devoted
most of her time, energy
and love to her new title as
Ms. Wheelchair Michigan
- a role, she said, that has

drastically changed her life
since it began.
“I’ve had the opportuni
ty to meet so many people,”
she said, including Michi
gan’s Gov. Rick Snyder
and the 2008 female winner
from the reality TV show
The Biggest Loser.
She’s now working to
ward the national title of
Ms. Wheelchair USA, a
competition that will take
place Aug. 6-12 between
28 state titleholders, a
week that Deible said she’s
both nervous and excited
for. But nerves don’t seem
to hold much weight for
Deible, who recently went
on her first skydiving trip
with her sister.
Though meeting with
the governor, pulling off
big events and jumping out
of airplanes are an excit
ing and unique part of what
Deible is doing, for her, the
community outreach has
become the highlight of be
ing Ms. Wheelchair Michi
gan.
“Overall, I’m able to
be out in the community
spreading my platform and
helping others turn their
goal into a reality has been
great,“ she said. “I’ve gone
into schools and talked to
kids about what it’s like to
have a disability and what
it’s like to be in a chair. It’s
just been cool to open up
people’s eyes and be able to
let them know my life and
other peoples’ lives aren’t
defined by a wheelchair.”
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FIREWORKS
continued from A1

permission from the
township board.
“Outside of novelty
fireworks like sparklers
and snap caps and those
types of things, if you want
to light fireworks at your
own residence you still
have to go to the township
to get a permit,” said Sgt.
Dean DeVries of Ottawa
County Sheriff Depart
ment, who deals with Al
lendale Township.
The ordinance that
calls for a permit applies
only to people who light
fireworks during the day
- after 11 p.m. and before
7 a.m., DeVries and his
patrol deal with firework
calls in Allendale, an of
fense that is currently
covered under the town
ships noise ordinance
and can only result in a
violation and subsequent
misdemeanor if a noise
complaint is made by
someone who is willing
to give their name.
“Our policy is if some
body calls in with a fire
works complaint, if they
don’t want to give their
name and their not a complantiff, there’s not going
to be a report, because we
have to have a complantiff to have a complaint,”
DeVries said.
DeVries did not have
specific numbers avail
able for the amount of

HEALTH CARE
continued from A1

meet the new regula
tions of the new health
care reform.
“Xhe <£5t wM
likely go up in the
not j0t muc
year,” Mears said. “Es
sential services are now
available with no deduct
ible or co-pay.”
The Affordable Care
Act will create change
with how the public re
ceives healthcare; includ
ing allowing women to
have mammograms, do
mestic violence screen
ings, and birth control
covered without a co-pay,
requiring the public to
sign up for insurance, for
bidding insurance compa
nies from charging higher
premiums for people un
der 19 with pre-existing
conditions, and allowing
young people to stay on
their parents insurance
plans until 26 years of age
among others.
Although changes will
be coming with GVSU’s
insurance polices, stu

HEAT
continued from A1

for SAP. “If we had a
couple more days at 100
degrees, it could be dan
gerous.”
The
garden grows
around 30 crops and sells
them at the Farmer’s Mar
ket on campus. ‘Gardner
said that they only lost a
few crops like broccoli,
lettuce and spinach that
can be easily ruined by just
85 degree heat, but “the
extreme heat is moot.”
Since they have the irriga
tion system, the plants have
been getting water, despite
no rain clouds in weeks.
However, Gardner con
cerns for the garden are at
a “macro-level.” He said
the bean and com fields
need to get water soon or
the results might be dev
astating.
“We moderate things
very closely,” Gardner said.
“We have a diverse produc
tion and grow year. We are
prepared for adapting.”
Gardner said that the
summer’s heat isn’t a major

firework complaints offi
cers respond to through
out Allendale and the
off-campus
apartment
complexes,
but
said
though calls are frequent,
charges are hard to make
because of people’s reluc
tance to formally report a
complaint with their first
and last name, and also
because of the nature of
the offense.
“The hard part is figur
ing out where it’s coming
from - unless we know
where they’re coming
from were just driving
around,” DeVries said.
On GVSU’s campus,
fireworks are grouped in
with firearms and weap
ons and are illegal on
“proper” campus grounds.
Section 215.00 of the uni
versity student handbook
outlines: “possession or
use of firearms, firecrack
ers, explosives, toxic or
dangerous
chemicals;
other lethal weapons,
equipment, chemicals or
materials; or anything
that can be construed as
a weapon that operates
based on spring, gas or
air is not permitted on
University property or in
University housing at any
time...”
Capt. Brandon DeHaan, assistant director
of the Grand Valley Po
lice Department, said the
university can identify it’s
own rules and regulations
in specific to fireworks,

NEWS I A3
and said there’s an “inher
ent danger involved” with
student use of them, espe
cially in the recent bout of
hot, dry weather across the
state. He added, though,
that GVPD hasn’t had any
issues in on-campus liv
ing complexes or dorms
with student firework use
since the winter semester
ended in late April.
Allendale ordinances,
however, still don’t have
much control over what
happens in the off-cam
pus apartment complexes.
Since complexes like
those along 48th Avenue
near GVSU’s campus
are private complexes,
they set the standards
and regulations for spe
cific firework use on their ,
properties. For example,
Meadows Crossing on
48th Avenue, a popular
complex for students at
tending GVSU.
Karen
Bier-Hobbs,
property manager for
Meadows, said currently
there are no specific rules
written into the lease re
garding the use of fire
works on their complex,
but students should be
under the impression that
the use of fireworks are
prohibited on Meadows’
property, much like the
existing rules regarding
firearms.
Though next years’
lease agreements have al
ready been signed, Mead
ows Crossing is planning

dents will find little to the state,” said Heather
no change at the Kirkhof Rhodes, office manager at
College of Nursing.
the Metro Health GVSU
“Our programs were Campus Health Center.
already transformational “There will be no real
in regards to our current change because a lot of
fragmented
healthcare the students are already
• '*‘*w*r* INMp
system that the healthcare *on their
parents insurance.
is meant Co a4aggjjThose without insurance
dress,” said Linda Scott, will still receive a 40 pernursing professor and as cent discount on services
sociate dean of graduate offered.”
programs at KCON. “Our
Rhodes was clear that
undergraduate and gradu if students don’t have in
ate programs are already surance, the center would
innovative and devel try to work with students
oped to insure we prepare by setting up a payment
professional
registered plan and also providing
nurses both as generalists students an estimated cost
and advanced practicing before they receive ser
nurses to meet the needs vice. She also said that in
of healthcare that needs order to help keep student
to be delivered in the fu medical bills low, the of
fice will still carry a va
ture.”
For GVSU students riety of pill samples that
who receive treatment students can use.
through the Metro Health
“We do have samples
GVSU Campus Health for students so we try to
Center, they can expect help out that way with
little to no change with cost rather than writing
service, as well.
a prescription,” Rhodes
“We accept all major said. “I don’t want stu
insurance polices from dents to think we are a
within the state of Michi pharmacy but we do have
gan and even some insur heartburn medication, al
ance policies from outside lergy medicine, and things

problem, but will require
adjustments and tweak
ing with dates, such as the
spinach will be planted lat
er since it doesn’t do well
with the heat.
“Facilities
planning
has done a great job of
laying out an elaborate
irrigation system so the
campus ,is looking much
greener than the surround
ing area,” Bartels said,
“but it would be nice to
get an extended shower to
refill the ponds.”
Terry Pahl, facilities
engineer, energy manger
and project manager, said
that heat couldn’t have
come at a better time, add
ing that the heat provides
a “great test environment”
for facilities.
“We are in the process
of experimenting in some
areas with new irrigation
nozzles that may provide
better coverage, “ Pahl
said. “We are also experi
menting with limitations
on watering time frames.”
In addition to an irriga
tion system, GVSU has
porous asphalt pavement

that captures storm water
and release it at a con
trolled rate, porous con
crete that collects storm
water and pumps into the
irrigation system, and re
tention ponds that keeps
GVSU’s lawns green
despite mother nature.
Other than providing an
exceptional testing envi
ronment, facilities had to
increase the load on air
conditioning, but it didn’t
exceed their capacity.
Like Gardner, Bar
tels’S worries are about
the long-term effects of
climate change rather than
this summer’s heat wave.
“The climate is chang
ing at an ever accelerat
ing rate,” he said. “Un
fortunately many aren’t
concerned until their well
runs dry or the power
goes out. In an effort to
reduce GVSU’s impact on
the planet, President Haas
has signed the President’s
Gimate Commitment to
cut our carbon footprint as
fast as possible. “

mmiller®
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on writing new restric
tions on student firework
use into their lease agree
ments for fall 2013 to ac
commodate the emerging
ordinances throughout the
state.
Many residents, in
cluding DeVries, think Al
lendale is in need of some
kind of higher regulation
- especially in residential
neighborhoods and com
plexes where neighbors
share walls and there are
no backyards.
“Yes I do (think Allen
dale needs an ordinance),
because we’ve been tak
ing - well, sheriff depart
ments all over the county
-we’re getting fireworks
calls all of the time,”
DeVries said. “Fireworks
here at th^ township all
day and all evening on the
4th of July and there were
fireworks going off at 1
and 2 in the morning.”
Like Alkema, DeVries
said Allendale is currently
discussing the possibility
of a fireworks ordinance
like the one passed by
Grand Rapids earlier this
summer, limiting fire
work use to the 10 major
national holidays.
“Allendale will be
looking at doing the same
thing that the other mu
nicipal counties are doing
by outlawing those fire
works,” DeVries said.

editorial@
lanthorn.com

TUITION HIKE
continued from A1

rates with the exception erf Oakland University and Western
Michigan University, and the increase falls in the lower half
erf rate increases. Michigan Technological University tops the
chart, setting a $500, 3.9 percent increase for the 2012-2013
academic year.
“These rates keep GVSU tuition below the state average •
and below the legislative tuition cap,” said Jim Bachmeier,
vice president for finance and administration.
Bachmeier said the increase is largely due to the univer
sity’s lack erf state funding, which was cut by 15 percent last
year, and puts GVSU at the very bottom of the list. This year,
GVSU is expected to receive $52.6 million in state allocations
with an additional one-time state grant erf $2.8 million in per
formance funding. Where two decades ago state allocations
accounted for two-thirds erf GVSU’s total revenue, this year’s
$52.6 million from the state will account for only 17 percent.
“We approved this budget keeping access and aflforelability
for stuelents top erf mind,” said Shelley Padnos, who was voted
to replace Noreen K. Myers as the board’s new chair. “We have
to maintain the quality the state needs from Grand Valley to
produce the strong graduates who are having a real hand in
leading us to a more prosperous time.”
The net cost erf average yearly tuition for students should fall
around $6200, including scholarships and institutional financial
aid - aid that the university plans chi boosting from $31.1 mil
lion last year to $33.6 million for students who can elemonstrate
financial need. The boost aims to help account for the tuition
increase, which Bachmeier and other trustees recognized might
create financial hardships for stuelents this coming year.
The board also approved the university’s general fund budget
at the July 13 meeting for the 2012-2013 fiscal year, which totals
at $2852 million and contains a $72 million increase in expen
ditures. Since $2.8 million erf those base expeneiitures supported
through state appropriation, Bachmeier noted that this leaves
$4.4 million in continuing revenue erf base expenditures.
University employees will receive a 2.9 percent increase
from last year, with salaries budgeted at $ 145.7 million total.
Trustees voted Michael Thomas to replace Shelley Padnos
as vice chair erf the GVSU Board erf Trustees as she moves into
her new petition as chair of the board. Teri Ijosey and Bach
meier will remain In their positions on the board as secretary
and treasurer, respectively.
To view the presieient’s accountability report, visit http://
www.gvsu.edu/accountalrflity/.
editorial@ lanthorn rom

like that.”
Also available to stu
dents is the Metro Health
Allendale primary care
office, which is two miles
west of Grand GVSU.
This location offers stu
dents TC-rays",‘mammogra
phy, ultrasounds and other *
services now available
under the new healthcare
reform.
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LANTHORN OPINION ONLINE AT LANTHORN.COM
READ THE COLUMN:
"Treasure hunting gone global"
BY ELLIE PHILLIPS

VALLEY VOTE:

Do you think GVSU's 3.7 percent tuition
hike is fair?

LAST ISSUE'S QUESTION:
Do you think there should be restrictions on the
use of fireworks in Allendale?

www.lanthorn.com/editorial

Vote online at lanthorn.com
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p p Though a new firework ordinance in Allendale Township
\J r ■
sounds like a drag, it may just be warranted after all

ireworks are, undoubtedly, a great
fireworks going legal, screeches and bangs
American pastime. Here in the good
rang out throughout all of the neighbor
old U. S., we not only celebrate
hoods, throughout all of the night, and
out independence with grand displays ofsometimes into the morning, waking
exploding light, but we work them into
babies up, scaring old people, and eventu
nearly any situation we can manage - in
ally starting fires and injuring careless or
the past, with great difficulty in Michigan,
intoxicated users of the explosives.
People of Michigan: this is why we
due to laws prohibiting their distribution
within state lines.
can’t have nice things.
In January of this year, fireworks
It doesn’t take a genius to see wty fire
works are great - they’re pretty, there are
became legal to buy, sell and light off
a million different kinds and colors, and
on private property without any kind of
during those long summer nights, it’s just
permit to do so, and after years of buying
something fun to do. However, it doesn’t
fireworks illegally when driving through
Indiana, the Great Lakes state celebrated.
take a genius to see why fireworks are a
With non-stop fireworks. From Great Lake risk - they have the word fire in them,
to shining Great Lake.
for starters, and something Grand Valley
State University’s Assistant Director of
Michiganders all lost their minds over

F

the Grand Valley Police Department, Capt.
Brandon DeHaan, aptly called an “inher
ent danger.”
In greater Grand Rapids, one man
caused $32,000 in damage with a simple
little bottle rocket, because the embers
set the dry ground ablaze. So last month,
Grand Rapids City Commissioners passed
an ordinance that prohibits the use of fire
works to the 10 major national holidays,
and the day before and after each. The
measured followed dozens like it across
the state, each new ordinance reacting to
the citizens haphazard use of fireworks.
In a less extreme case of tom-foolery in
GVSU’s own backyard in the off-campus
apartment complex Hillcrest at the end of
June, somebody was shooting off a bottle

rocket, and because of the record-setting
hot, dry temperatures this summer - wait
for it - the embers set the dry ground
ablaze. So now, Allendale Township’s
City Commission is deciding how best to
proceed with an ordinance that would pro
hibit the use of fireworks to the 10 major
national holidays, and the day before and
after each. An ordinance that Allendale
Township Supervisor Jerry Alkema told
the Lanthorn he “anticipates (they) will
pass.”
And as much as it sounds like a major
buzz kill to say it’s a good idea, it prob
ably is. And the proof? Just look on the
scorched patches of ground across the
state of Michigan, and you’ll see what we
mean.

Now Presenting: The Summer Traveler's Survival Guide

BY CHRIS SLATTERY
GVL COLUMNIST

If you are lucky enough to be traveling
this year, chances are you will do so during
these summer months. While the end-goals
of such trips often lie in sandy beaches or
open arms of friends and family, the “getting
there” part of travel can prove much trickier

than anticipated.
Seeing as I have finally reached cruising
altitude, and am now allowed to take my tray
table down from the upright position, I think
it an appropriate moment to provide you with
some travel knowledge.
I now present: Christine’s Nearly-Foolproof Guide to Somewhat Safe and Sort-of
Smooth Summer Travel (Journey by Air
Edition).
Step 1: The Scare port (Whoops, did I say
that? I meant airport.)
Before arrival to airport make sure to
utilize the online check-in system (found on
your respective airline’s website), as well as
print boarding pass(es) for your flight. Doing
so ahead of time allows you to forgo the evil,
crash-happy check-in machines on site, and
helps to avoid the over-worked customer
service agents who are tempted to steal your
ticket and hop on your scheduled flight out
of there.
Continuing with the timeliness idea, arrive
to the airport early in case of security issues.

WHATEVER you do, don’t talk about bombs
or explosives in front of a Transportation
Security Administration agent. Trust me, the
TSA won’t care that you were only telling
a story about your roommate’s unfortunate
gastrointestinal issues, you will still be
detained.
Lastly, make sure to remember appropri
ate forms of identification, i.e. passport or
driver’s license. This does not include: your
student ID, your debit card, or (god-forbid)
your fake ID. One misstep with false identi
fication can have you going from beach hero
to potential-terrorist zero faster than you can
stay stolen identity.
Step 2: On the plane (a Jca. When Shit
Gets Real)
Be sure to pack snacks for your trip,
because no bag of peanuts is ever worth $ 12.
A $12 beer is acceptable in some circum
stances; however, those being: when one is
sitting next to a child under the age of five,
or sandwiched against a seat neighbor who is
decidedly anti-shower.

Do skim Sky Mall magazine purely for
your own amusement - hello, Tank the 8-foot
garden armadillo statue!? That being said,
don’t have one too many $ 12 beers and actu
ally purchase big Tank.
Step 3: Acceptance
The last and final step of summer travel
deals with acceptance of your surroundings.
Try not to get too mad when the person in
front of you thinks of their chair as less of
a seat and more of a bed. At the same time,
don’t be pessimistic about travel either - just
realistic with your expectations. Travel is an
exciting, stressful time for all, and there are
bound to be a few missteps in the face of such
high emotions.
Since you have read my travel guide, you
now have the knowledge to make your airtravel experience more of an adventure than
anything else.
Remember, roll with the punches, and if
all else fails there are always $ 12 beers.
ccolleran @ lanthorn rom

Summer music festivals and the "Warped Tour Water Wars"

If you’re one of the four people who read
my columns during the fall and winter semes
ters, you probably know two things about me.
1) I’m really afraid of spider-centipede hybrids
(it’s the next evolutionary step on their path *
to conquest) and 2) I’m really attached to the
Michigan music scene. I write music columns
for a West Michigan entertainment magazine, I
play in a band called Chasing the Sky, and I’m
just generally at shows all the time.

That’s why I almost pissed myself when
my girlfriend surprised me with tickets to
Warped Tour in Auburn Hills (it’s right next to
Detroit - all the poverty with fewer shootings.)
I grew up on the Warped Tour music
scene. I used to love it. But this year’s event
really changed things for me. I don’t know
if you remember July 6, but it was hotter
than Brad Pitt juggling torches on a unicycle
(which is to say it was around 110 degrees
with no cloud cover all day).
One would think that at a festival with
an estimated 20,000 people in attendance,
there’d be crowd control considerations in
place. Especially on a 110 degree day. But
instead, only one water fountain was avail
able to the public (and with only one men’s
bathroom open most of the day, that fountain
could have easily doubled as a urinal.)
“That’s fine,” you say. “I’ll just bring my
own water with me!”
No you won’t bucko, because there’s a

Uantfjorn
The student-run newspapers at Grand Valley State University

large man with larger muscles at the door
waiting to check you for dangerous objects
like grenades, crossbows, and water bottles.
You’re allowed one water bottle with no cap
(which makes carrying it around all day a
non-option).
“Quit your whining,” you say. “I”ll just
buy water at the concession stands.”
Okay, Melinda Gates. You go ahead and
pay $8 for a bottle of water. Or maybe if
you’re feeling a little frugal today you can
find vendor outside who will give you a bottle
for the low, low price of $5. But you’d better
make it last because it’s going to be a long
day. Remember how I said there was one
water fountain? That’s pretty much your sole
option for a refill. Oh, there’s also a free refill
tent outside ... but the lines longer than the
one for the fountain. And it’s outside.
“Okay,” you say. “So what’s your point?”
Summer music festivals are a community
event. They’re a place where fans of all dif

ferent kinds of music can come together and
share an experience about a piece of art that
matters to them. Fans are willing to shell out
a lot of money for these events, and in turn
the organizers of that event should have their
back. During a promotional video. Warped
Tour founder Kevin Lyman notes that around
100 people are sent to the hospital for heat
or dehydration related emergencies at every
event.
During our trip, we watched three seizures
dnd one ambulance joyride happen within
three minutes of each other. Did I mention a
guy died from dehydration in 2009 at Warped
Tour? This is obviously a problem. And it’s
something that Warped Tour should address if
they want to keep their fans.
On a side note, if you’re looking for a bet
ter summer festival - check out Horteyville
on Aug. 17. There’s free water, and the
people watching there is great.
kvanantwerpen @ lanthorn rom
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GVL OPINION POLICY
I men appear as space permits
each issue. The limit for letter
length is one page, single spaced
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense letters and columns
for length restrictions and clarity.
All letters must be typed.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn will
not be held responsible for errors
that appear in print as a result of
transcribing handwritten letters or
e-mail typographic errors
The name of the author may be
withheld for compelling reasons
The content, information and views
expressed are not approved by nor
necessarily represent those of the
university, its Board of Trustees,
officers, faculty and staff,

The ultimate goal of the Grand
Valley Lanthorn opinion page is to
stimulate discussion and action on
topics of interest to the Grand Val
ley Community. Student opinions
do not reflect those of the Grand
Valley Lanthorn.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
welcomes reader viewpoints and
offers three vehicles of expres
sion for reader opinions: letters
to the editor, guest columns and
phone responses
Letters must include the author's
name and be accompanied by
current picture identification if
dropped off in person Letters will
be checked by an employee of the
Grand Valley Lanthorn
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SPORTS EDITOR BRADY FREDERICKSEN

FORMER LAKERS ATTEND PRO
RASKETRALL EXPOSURE CAMP
.'/JH

BY BRADY FREDERICKSEN
GVL SPORTS EDITOR

or James Thomas and
Nick Waddell, basket
ball was the reason they
came to Grand Valley
University.' Basketball was
the reason the two met, and it
was the reason the two became
close friends after transferring
toGVSU in 2010.
With their college careers
over, the former roommates
plan to continue their basket
ball careers overseas, with the
hopes of seeing those profes
sional dreams become reality
after their participation in the
Chris Coates Pro Exposure
Camp in Derry, New Hamp
shire on July 7 and 8.
“I felt like I accomplished
my goal going in there, I talked
to a couple coaches and they
said I could start off my career
in Germany,” Waddell said. “I
don’t feel like it was one of the
top camps to go to, but I just
went there trying to really ac
complish my goal and just put
my name out there.”
With scouts and coaches
from Spain, Hungary, Italy,
Germany, China, Portugal,
Finland, Sweden, Norway,
South America and U.S. pro
leagues, the camp gave the
two a chance to make an
impression in front of talent
evaluators from leagues all
across the globe.

F

‘‘I don’t get nervous play
ing or doing drills in front of
anybody because I feel like if
you’re going to like me you’re
going to like me, and if you
don’t, you don’t,” Waddell
State
said. “I wasn’t there to prove
somebody a point, I just was
hoping that I could impress
one person.”
The camp featured around
75 players, many of which
were guards, and served as
less of a showcase for play
er’s ability to perform in drills
and more of an opportunity
for coaches and scouts to see
players in game-like situa
tions with scrimmages.
Those scrimmages, which
consisted of a mini-tournament
during the two-day camp,
eventually saw Waddell’s team
meet Thomas’ in the champi
onship game - a game won by
Thomas and his team.
‘‘Both me and Nick played
against each other in the
championship, which I think
kind of tells how hard we
went down there - how our
mindset was - so I think that
says a lot,” Thomas said.
A scorer with one of the
top shooting strokes in the
GLIAC over the last two
years, Thomas has yet to hear
from any teams directly, but is
expecting to hear from profes
sional teams in Europe in the
forthcoming weeks.
‘‘My mindset going into

(the camp) was just to go out
and play my game and just ,
show everyone what I’m ca
pable of doing/’ said Thom
as, an All-GLIAC First Team
member last season. “I know
I’m capable of playing pro
fessional basketball, so I just
wanted to show everybody
what I was capable of doing
and playing hard.”
Waddell, a big man who
dropped nearly 50 pounds
in his two seasons at
GVSU, has had discus
sions with camp coordi
nator Chris Coates about
teams in the German
professional leagues.
The big man also
worked out at an NBA De
velopmental League Na
tional Tryouts on June 2
at the Moody Bible In
stitute in Chicago. Af
ter participating in the
tryout, league officials
informed Waddell that
he would be eligible
for the 2012 NBA DLeague Draft in Sep
tember.
Until the two finalize
plans for the seasons which will begin in the
fall - their plan is to
continue to work out
in preparation for
the season.

rang arm:
ick Waddell goes )

sports @
lanthorn.com

strong to the hoop
in a past win over
Ashland.

Grand Rapids, GV to host Transplant Games
BY ZACH SEPANIK
GVL STAFF WRITER

rowing up, Grand Valley
State University alum
nus T.J. Maciak was an
ordinary child — he loved
sports. However, unlike most,
he was diagnosed with kidney
disease at a very young age and
faced a much different road than
the Olympians in London trying
to earn a gold medal.
“I was diagnosed at the age
of 10 with kidney disease when I
failed a sports physical,” he said.
“My kidneys worked until I was
basically a senior in high school
then I went on dialysis for two
years. I received my transplant in
January of 1996 while I was an
undergrad at GVSU.”
Maciak received his trans
plant at St. Mary’s Hospital in
Grand Rapids. Now 36, he is the
Senior Programmer at the John
son Center for Philanthropy at
GVSU. He is also the leading
voice that kept the Transplant
Games of America alive.
The games were sponsored by
the National Kidney Foundation
from 1990 to 2010. But in May

G

of 2011, an abrupt announcement
from the Foundation ended the
relationship, leaving the games
hanging by a thread.
“I heard about how they were
going to be canceled last year
to and
playI wasn’t too happy about it,”
Maciak said. “I was thinking that
I may only be one person but I
need to do everything I can that
is possible to try and save the
games.”
To begin his hopeful jour
ney of keeping the games alive,
Maciak contacted Peter Secchia,
a well-known businessman and
philanthropist in Grand Rap
ids. Secchia heard his plea and
helped him get in touch with the
West Michigan Sports Commis
sion, a non-profit organization
with experience running multi
sport, Olympic style events.
Eric Engelbarts, the events
manager for the commission,
met with Maciak last June and
through their devotion to sav
ing the games, GVSU, as well
as downtown Grand Rapids, will
play host to the 2012 Transplant
Games of America from July 28
to 31.
“With West Michigan and

“With West Michigan and the volunteers that we
have and that people that are so passionate about
this particular topic, it definitely made moving an
event that would normally take two years to n
months a lot easier on our end. ”

Eric Engelbarts

Events Manager
West MI Sports Commission

the volunteers that we have and
that people that are so passion
ate about this particular topic, it
definitely made moving an event
that would normally take two
years to 11 months a lot easier on
our end,” Engelbarts said.
Approximately 2,500 individ
uals will make the trip to Grand
Rapids for the event, including
transplant recipients, living do
nors, donor families and sup
porters in general. International
athletes are welcome, but it is
primarily North American teams
that compose the games.
“There are 38 U.S. teams,”
said Bill Ryan, chairman of the
games and a board member of the
commission. “You can compete
as an individual but most people
don’t. They get help fundraising
for their expenses by joining a
team. There is an advantage for
them to be a part of a team.”
GVSU will play a huge role
in the running of the games.
“We are in the fieldhouse, us
ing the arena, the recreation cen
ter and probably five or six other
meeting spaces,” Engelbarts
said. “From there we will fee us
ing the tennis courts, the track,
and the pond behind Kirkhof.
For cycling we use the campus
to start and it loops around into
the county and then comes back.
We are using the Meadows for
golf and we have people staying
in the dorms as well.”
As for Maciak, he not only
helped bring the games to West
Michigan, but he will also par
ticipate in the 5,000-meter run
opening event downtown Grand
Rapids, doubles bowling, bas
ketball and volleyball — with
hopes of winning that elusive
gold medal.
“The support of Grand Valley

Courtesy Photo / www.gvsu.edu
Not just a game:The 2012Transplant Games of America are set to take
place at Grand Valley State University's Allendale Campus July 28-31.

and the Johnson Center for Phi
lanthropy, if it wasn’t for them
I wouldn’t have been involved
as much as I am,” Maciak said.
“They have thrown their whole
support behind me which has

helped to bring this event to
Grand Rapids.”

zsepanik® lanthorn .com
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Four receive AllAmerican honors
With football season just
a month away, the Grand
Valley
State
University
football team garnered preseason honors in the form of
four Beyond Sports Network
Preseason All Americans.
Led by a pair of seniors
on the offensive side of the
ball, tackle Tim Lelito and
wide receiver Charles John
son represent the Lakers on
the first team, while junior
defensive back Erik Thomp
son, the lone defensive
player represented, is on the
second team.
The man throwing pass
es to Johnson behind Lelito
and the offensive line, junior
quarterback Heath Parling,
ended up on the third team.
Thompson, Lelito and
Johnson also ended last sea
son as members of the AllGLIAC First Team.

Cowan, Hoffman net
Commissioners Award
With their senior sea
sons over, women's golfer
Sarah Hoffman and baseball
catcher Jared Cowan were
honored by the GLIAC in for
form of the GLIAC Spring
2012 Commissioner's Award
The two are the only
Grand Valley State Univer
sity representatives of the
award this year, but they join
10 other GLIAC men's and
women's athletes from the
spring athletic season.
Awarded to those who
make accomplishments both
on the field of play and in the
classroom, the GVSU pair
carried a 3.91 (Cowan) and
3.83 (Hoffman) GPA this year
to go with individual honors
as All Americans in their re
spective sports.
The school saw three
other recipients of the award
this season. Soccer forward
Ashley Botts and cross
country runner Anthony Witt
were honored in the fall and
swimmer Caitlyn Madsen
was honored in the winter.

Former runner
qualifies for 2012
Paralympics

W .

LACROSSE

GLIAC TO SPONSOR WOMEN'S LACROSSE
just getting over their intro
duction as a varsity program
last season. With a success
he Great Lakes In ful first season, the team be
tercollegiate Athletic lieves that they are ready for
Conference has joined the next step.
in on the latest trend thanks “Anytime that we can put
to a little push from Grand our conference mark on a
Valley State University and varsity sport it brings it into
has added women’s lacrosse the fold with all of our other
to their list erf- sponsored pro programs,’’ said Keri Becker,
grams.
associate athletic director at
After a proposal was GVSU. “ To be able to put our
presented, GLIAC Commis brand on women’s lacrosse
sioner Dell Robinson and the will help from a recruiting
management council decided standpoint by giving us a
to sponsor the sport begin league, which we will then
ning in the 2012-13 academ begin to have a chance for
ic year. This will be the 11th postseason play for the girts.’’
women’s sport added to the
With women’s lacrosse
sponsored list. The GLIAC now brought into the fold
is the only Division II confer with the other programs, they
ence in the Midwest to spon want to make sure not to take
advantage of the opportuni
sor the women’s sport.
This advancement has ties placed in front of them.
placed nine teams to com Head coach for the women’s
pete in the GLIAC in its* in team, Alicia Groveston,
augural season. The members thinks this will have an im
include Lake Erie College, pact on the team and on the
Tiffin University, University Midwest.
“I really feel the team
of Findlay and GVSU. Four
affiliate members will join the knows now that this is for
conference, which include real and the time to push
Alderson-Broaddus College, and get better is at hand,”
Notre Dame College (Ohio), Groveston said. “You always
Urbana University (Ohio) and want to win, but now we feel
the drive to compete at the
Wheeling Jesuit University.
Excitement is an under highest level possible, win a
statement for the GVSU conference tournament and
women’s program as they are contribute to the success of
BY MELANIE HUHN

GVL STAFF WRITER

T

Grand Valley.”
Apart from the introduc
tion to a league, the team
will be competing in a single
round-robin format with each
of the nine teams early next
April. This will lead to a post
season NCAA eight-team
Division 11 tournament later
in May.
“I really believe the GLI
AC adopting our sport will
do great things for our sport
and the future of Division II
lacrosse,” Groveston said.
“ Being able to watch the
conference grow with rival
ries and intense battles helps
future players learn about the
sport and picture themselves
at this level.”
With lacrosse as the cur
rent trend, the women’s team
is happy that the sport is given
a bit more credit. The confer
ence spoasorship has already
proven to further enhance the
sport, as it will continue to
grow within the years.
“The fact that we are now
included with all of the other
sport that are sponsored by
the GLIAC proves that we
are doing our job,” said se
nior Allyson Fritts. “We are
on our way to winning some
thing and we want to be as a
serious sport to get involved
with.”

mhuhn @ lanthorn jcom

Program starter Whitaker resigns, takes full-time job at Lindewood University

While former GVSU
rower Sarah Zelenka will be
competing in the London
Olympic Games in late July,
the Paralympics also held in
London but in September,
will feature another Laker in
former track and field runner
Chris Hammer.
A four-time All American
during his run at Grand Val
ley State University, Ham
mer will cun the 1,500-meter

BY BRYCE DEROUIN
GVL STAFF WRITER

■run at m pafai^WBIafTK
time of four minutes, 5.3 sec
onds wee wwuyrto win the
event ant the 2012 U.S. Track
and Field ParalympicTrials.
Bom without a left hand,
Hammar will run in the T46
classification of the 1,500-me
ter dash - with the finals
being held on September
4. Hammer enters the Para
lympics with the second-best
time in the world, trailing Al
geria's Samir Nouioua's time
of 3:54.56 by four seconds.

GVL Archive

Sponorship: Laker women's lacrosse players congregate on
the field during a previous match on GVSU's soil.

Courtesy Photo / GV Club Sports

Hello, goodbye: Cory Whitaker (pictured), 2006 program starter of the GVSU women's
hockey team, will leave the Lakers for a full-time recruiting job at Lindewood University.

The Grand Valley State
University women’s hock
ey team will have a dif
ferent look this season as
Cory Whitaker, who start
ed the program in 2006,
^tii^lnwn ^ head coach
to take a full-time goal4MuKers coaching position
and handle recruiting re
sponsibilities at Lindenwood (Mo.) University.
Whitaker managed to
qualify three teams for
the American Collegiate
Hockey Association Na
tional Tournament in his
tenure. In 2010 he was
named Coach of the Year
by the ACHA and he fin
ished his career with a
record of 64-63 7, despite
a first season record of

1-20.

NIGHT
MICHIGAN

'H!TECAPS

“When we first took
the job, we had a major
ity of the players who
never skated before, or
had extremely limited
experience,” he said. “So
the teaching of the game
was completely different
as to later when the sea
son progressed. It was a
challenge for us to change
the game and focus on the
little things that we were
good at. Then we began to
develop the players and as
we became more success
ful and We were able to
get some players to com
mit to us and find play
ers that worked with the
system we were trying to
implement.”
The players quickly
responded to Whitaker’s
coaching and his system.
In the year following the
1-20 inaugural season,
Whitaker led GVSU to
the ACHA National Tour
nament.
“For us to have suc
cess, we needed to have
players that really wanted
to be a part of Grand Val
ley and really wanted to
be a part of building the
program,” Whitaker said.
“I’ve been absolutely
blessed to have five years
of exactly that.”
He graduated from
GVSU and played goaltender for the Lakers from
1996-2001. He said his
deep roots to the hockey
program and the universi
ty made it a*difficult deci
sion for him to make.

“Hardest decision I’ve
ever had to make,” Whita
ker said. “Not only did it
involve movingmy family,
but .when you put so much
heart and soul like I did to
that program, you don’t
want anyone to touch it or
mess it. That’^your baby.
I trust (assistant coacheg)
Darrell (Gregorio) and
Sean (McKerman) with
all my heart, but it’s still
something that when I
leave a little piece of me
is going to stay there be
cause I can’t let it go.
One of the biggest fac
tors for his departure are
the education opportuni
ties that Lindenwood can
offer him - Whitaker is
looking to make the switch
from Orthopedics to attain
a master’s degree in sports
management.
“What it really came
down to was I really want
ed to change careers,” he
said. “Putting everything
down on paper and real
izing that where I was
now, one of the biggest
things I was not able to do
is continue my education.
At Lindenwood, I will be
coaching full time and I
will have the ability to get
my master’s degree,- and
being an employee of the
university, I will get that
of no charge. That was
really, kind of the decid
ing factor. It’s something
I really always wanted to
do, but under my current
situation with my wife
and my kids, I didn’t have
the time or the resources
to make that happen.”
Whitaker’s
assistant
coaches, McKerman and
Gregorio, will fill in as
co-head coaches for the
2012-2013 season. Both
played hockey with Whi
taker at GVSU for two
seasons.
“There’s no way to re
place a coach like Coach
Whitaker”
McKerman
said. “His desire to teach
the game and compete at
a high level is second to
none. Cory was the starter
of the program, and he de
veloped the program into
a national contender to
where we are now. He’s
the reason where the pro
gram is where it’s at to
day.”

bderouin@
lanthorn.com
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Youth will be served for
Scanlon, volleyball in 2012

^ OUl
|

BY ZACH SEPANIK
GVL STAFF WRITER

fter a season filled with “Coach, we are going to be ok.” Car
adversity, the Grand rying it into the offseason, I can see a
iValley State University commitment and intensity level from
these kids that they don’t want to Ex
volleyball team has added sev
en freshmen with hopes of them perience what happened last season as
far as wins and losses.
making an immediate impact.
The Lanthorn had a chance THE LANTHORN. Eno Umoh will
to catch up with head coach be the only senior on a very young
Deanne Scanlon to see how the squad this season. What will be her
team was prepping for its up role and the expectations she faces as
coming season this fall.
the coveted “senior leader?”

A

THE LANTHORN. Last season your
team faced a lot of adversity, some
thing many in the program were not
used to because of past success. What
did you learn from it?
SCANLON: It humbles you, for sure,
going through a 14-13 season. When
you go through a lot of adversity there
is two ways to go. One, you let it split
the team and it just becomes one
problem after the other. Or, the other
way where you bond closer together
and kind of form this strength through
what you are going through and for as
young as we were — that’s the direc
tion the team decided to take. A lot of
times it was them reassuring me like,

SCANLON: She has been elected
one of our team captains. When talk
ing to Eno about her role, I said first
and foremost, your No. 1 role is you
have to perform. You have to lead by
example and be that go-to person. All
the off-court stuff is what you need to
rely on your other captains and work
with them and figure out what every
one’s strengths are. What we need her
to do is be the best player in the con
ference, which she definitely can do.
THE LANTHORN. Seven true fresh
men will be highlighting the roster
this season. With such a young team,
what do you see as important in main
taining focus and supporting growth?

B3

SCANLON: This
is a very talented
freshmen
group
that is coming
in. We are in the
middle of camps
right now so we
had all of our team
back here for the
last week. The en
ergy level was just
great. We have
never really done
that before where
we have every
body back and we thought with seven
true freshmen coming in, we didn’t
want the first day of preseason to be
the first time where everybody is re
ally meeting and interacting. The re
turning players can see the value that
these kids are bringing as far as their
talent. It is exciting because you are
going to see some of those younger
players out on the court, but at the
same time we can’t get too overexcit
ed because we know freshman can be
freshman and you are going to have to
live through some growing pains.

KQ

THE LANTHORN. Who can we keep
an eye on as someone you expect to
come into their own this season?
SCANLON: I think Abby Aiken. She
was someone who came in as a fresh
man and we changed her position.
She played middle (blocker) in high
school and was learning the outside
hitter position. She has a competitive
drive, no-nonsense type of work ethic
— she is one of the most competitive
kids I have ever coached. And now
her knowledge of the game and the
knowledge of her new position has
matched her competitiveness. I think
she is someone that you are going to
see step up even though she is just a
sophomore.
”
1J. •—

THE LANTHORN: Is this going to
be a rebuilding year or do you expect
to get back to the national stage?
SCANLON: All of the tools are in
place as far as the talent, but it is go
ing to be a lot of those intangibles that
we are going to have to wait and see.
We were young when we won the Na
tional Championship. It is very pos
sible to win with young kids and that
is what our expectations are going to
be. I don’t look at it as a rebuilding
year at all. What we went through last
year definitely matured people very
quickly. It is all about the preparation
right now so that we can hit our pre
season with those players that we are
counting on being ready to go.

It’s Everything You Will
Ever Need To Know
(And Want To Know)
About Grand Valley.

GVL Archive

Ahead of the game: Deanne Scanlon, head coach of women's volleyball at Grand
Valley State University, talks with an athelete on the sidelines during a game.
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Where the wild things are: Like the quiet overlooks pictured above, scenery at Biandford Nature Center includes everything from wooded hiking trails, to wildlife, wig wams and wetlands.

Local nature
center seeks
donationsroffers
wildlife and
learning to local
community
BY ELUE PHILLIPS
GVL STAFF WRITER

ucked away at the
very end of Hillbum Avenue, be
hind the Highlands
Club in Grand Rapids, is
the Biandford Nature Cen
ter, a 143-acre plot of land
that is home to 30 perma
nent wildlife residents; in
cluding hawks, owls, and
a bobcat.
Located just a little
over 10 miles from Grand
Valley State University’s
Allendale campus, Biand
ford Nature Center boasts
hiking trails, an Interpre
tive Center, a wig-wam,
a special wildlife trail ex
hibiting the larger wildlife
that reside on the center’s
grounds, a rehabilitation

T

4

center, a cabin and oneroom-schoolhouse, both
150 years old.
“The Center’s mission
is “to educate, engage,
and empower our commu
nity to become stewards
of the natural world that
sustains us,” said Blandford’s Executive Director,
Anneosjka Steinman, who
has been working with the
center for just under three
years. “No day is ever bor
ing. One minute I could
be out with a US Fish
Golf
and Wildlife rep. trudging
through the meadow...the
next day I could be meet
ing with a donor trying to
secure some funding for a
project.”
Established 44 years
ago in 1968, Biandford
Nature Center began as
part of the Museum As
sociation, and in 2003 was
transferred to the Grand
Rapids Public School sys
tem due to budget cuts.
Threatened yet again by
budget cuts, in 2007 the
Center merged with an
organization called Mixed

Greens, and in 2008 be
came the independent,
nonprofit organization that
it is today.
The land was mostly
farmland when it be
came the Biandford Na
ture Center, and one of
it’s ongoing projects has
been working diligently
to allow the land to revert
back to its natural state.
This involves fighting
against invasive species of
plants that encroach upon
the land and and replant
ing of native species such

as beech and sugar maple
trees, which provide the
syrup the center makes
and sells in the fall.
The wildlife trail that
is home several large
owls, hawks and a bob
cat who was previously
owned as an illegal pet
and declawed, is an out
door, handicap accessible
boardwalk in the woods
with large pens for the
larger permanent wildlife
residents, is a place where
people can learn the histo
ries of those specific ani

“Most (of the people in the
community) have Biandford
in the hearts, but we also need
them to have Biandford in their
wallets...so that we can continue
to provide a service for the entire
community.”
Anneojks Steinman

Executive Director

mals, and about their spe
cies in general.
Though the actual re
habilitation of animals is
not open to public view,
the animals that reside on
the center’s grounds are
open to view indoors and
out.
The
nature
center
also has a volunteer pro
gram, which asks partici
pants to help build wood
duck boxes that increase
the population of Wood
Duck’s on site and pulling
up the invasive species
Mossy Buck Thom from
the meadow area, among
other projects.
“We’re always looking
for volunteers that want to
have hands-on activity in
the outdoors,” Steinman
said.
The funding for Biand
ford Nature Center comes
mostly from government
grants
and donations,
though they do charge
schools a $3 fee per child
to host the field trips for
K-9 students. With a small
farm, community gar

den and blacksmith shop,
Biandford aims to offer
interactive learning about
connecting and caring for
nature, using their histori
cal buildings for “Pioneer
Programs,” and use their
wig-wam to teach students
about Native American
hunting practices, activi
ties and culture.
“Most (of the people
in the community) have
Biandford in their hearts,”
Steinman said, “but we
also need them to have
Biandford in their wal
lets, and be willing to
donate money so that we
can continue to provide a
service for the entire com
munity.”
For more information
on the Biandford Nature
Center or how to give back
to the community through
donations and/or volun
teer work, visit their web
site at http://blandfordnaturecenter.org or call them
at (616)-735-6240.

ephillips@ lanthorn .com
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PARK(ING)TIPS:

ABOUT DEER CREEK
Netsled away at the mouth of Deer
Creek, this two-acre shady nook
offers a peaceful retreat for fishing
and picnicking. A boat launch (small
boats and canoes only) offers easy
access to the Grand River.

Summer isn't going to last forever,
so let the Lanthorn help you get
outdoors and enjoy nature while
you can...

GRAND RIVER PARK

4 miles

IUT GRAND RIVER: Upland woods., floodplain forest, restored native
nds, wetlands and a small lake are just a few of the many things this 162-acre
along the banks of Grand River has to offer. Vistors can hike, bike or ski in the
fish from the boardwalk and take in the sights at the scenic overlook. ■

DISTANCE FROM GV:
About t.5 miles

SL,

nr

gHI
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April 1- Oct. 31; 7 a.m.-10 p.m.
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WILDLIFE REHAB CENTER
GR's Wildlife Rehab Center, spreads local love for injured animals

BY ELUE PHILLIPS
GVL STAFF WRITER

Summer is the time
of year when a person is
most likely to discover
an injured or baby animal
throughout the course of a
normal day. Unfortunately,
most people do not know
how to tell if an animal
is actually injured/aban
doned, cw if they’re simply
supposed to be where they
are and doing what they’re
doing.
In addition, when
people actually do find an

injured or abandoned ani
mal, most are not certain
what to do with it. Thank
fully, here in Grand Rapids
is one of Michigan’s only
places that will accept
these injured animals: the
Wildlife Rehab Center.
Located at 1504 Union
Avenue NE, Grand Rapids,
WRC is “a team of profes
sionals who support the
wildlife emergency care
and service needs of—and
provide solutions for—
Kent County’s residents
and philanthropic com
munity,” according to their
website. It is also one of
only 87 wildlife rehabilita
tion centers in Michigan.
Run by Margaret and
Roger Markle, the WRC
has only four people on
its board of directors, and
most of the employees are
volunteers. The WRC was

formed in 2002, after the
Markles realized that the
costs of running the facil
ity behind their home in
Grand Rapids was becom
ing too high to manage.
Achieving non-profit status
was a difficult, but worth
while endeavor. After
obtaining state permission,
and then a federal license
which required recom
mendation letters and a 16
page application, they were
finally able to actively seek
donations, lightening the
financial burden.
The Markles have been
rehabilitating wild animals
for more than 20 years, and
their goal is “to process
1.500 animal units per year
and achieve a 75 percent or
greater ‘release’ rate, loaving 25 percent or less of
animal units to morbidity,
mortality, or euthanasia,”

according to their website,
as well as striving to meet
or exceed the standards
set forth by the National
Wildlife Rehabilitators
Association (NWRA) and
the International Wildlife
Rehabilitation Council
(IWRC).
They are also dedicated
to Michigan wildlife in
other ways. For example,
in 2010 they coordinated
with rescuers after the
Marshall Oil Spill,caused
by a leaking pipeline in
Calhoun county.
Specializing in rehabili
tating ducks,geese, foxes,
and other small mammals
such as opossums, squir
rels, rabbits and migratory
birds, the couple do not
take “raptors” (birds of
prey, like hawks or eagles),
and usually do not accept
domestic animals, though

exceptions are sometimes
made. The Markles are
able to treat some minor
injuries, but most of the
serious care comes from
Dr. Bennett, a local veteri
narian.
So what should you do
if you come across a wild
animal that may be injured
or orphaned? The Humane
Society of the United
States recommends leaving
it be, at least for a while.
Observe the animal, be it
a baby bird, deer, or other
mammals and reptiles. If
it’s a baby and the par
ent does not return to it
generally within an hour
to three hours, it is likely
orphaned. If the animal is
bleeding, presented to you
by a pet, has an obviously
broken bone, is featherless
(for birds), or is shivering,
it is likely injured. In both

cases, cover your hands,
lift the animal gently and
keep it in a cardboard box
with air holes so that it
can breathe. Then call the
nearest licensed wildlife
rehabilitator, which for
GVSU students would be
the Markles at WRC.
To contact the Markles
about an abandoned or
injured animal, call (616)
361-6109. For more infor
mation about the WRC and
how to volunteer or donate,
visit their website at www.
wildlife-rehab-center.org.
For more information
about how to identify if an
animal is abandoned or or
phaned, visit the National
Humane Society website at
http://www.humanesociety.
org/ani mal s/resources/ti ps/
injured_orphaned_wildlife.
html.
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MARKETPLACE
Announcements

Roommates

University Townhouses &
Apartments, GVSU’s best
kept deal. Lowest rates
guaranteed!
Call (616)447-5511 for more
information.

ROOMMATES:
Looking for a FEMALE
ROOMMATE to share a 3
bedroom, 3 1/2 bath, 3 story
townhouse, and attached
garage at Copper Beech for
the 2012-2013 school year.
You will have your own
bathroom, bedroom, as well
as two friendly/easy to live
with roommates going into
their Junior year. The apart
ment is FULLY FURNISHED
and includes a parking spot.
12 month lease starting in
August. Rent is $415/monnth
plus utilities.
If interested, please contact
me (Taylor) at (248)
842-8419 or e-mail at

Housing
At 48west enjoy individual
leases, private bathrooms,
on-site bus stop & much
more! Call today for leasing
information 616-895-2400,
48west@48west.info,
www.48west.com
Campus View, live close to
campus and get the most for
your money. Apartments and
Townhouses available, Call
Today! 616-895-6678 or visit
www.campusviewhousing.co
m

tavbarton@qmaih£Qm
SUBLEASERTwo guys looking for a room
mate for downtown-ish
house.,
Can move in ASAP.
$325/month utilities paid by
landlord.
Quick walk to Pew Campus.
Interested? Email:
sturQeod@mail.avsu.edu or
call 616-337-1344

HOME FOR RENT
929 Nagold N.W.-Downtown
GR area. $700 + utilities,
$300 security deposit. 3 lev
els. 2 bedrooms, 1 bath,
basement, 2 stall garage.
Spacious, quiet, cul-de-sac.
6 month or 1 year lease.
If interested, call Mike Kaibny
at
818.6263

SUBLEASERI am no longer going to
grand valley so my room is
open for next school year! I
am very close to the com
mons and bus stop and I
have three very cool room
mates. There is a bathroom
in the room and the room is
fully furnished. If you decide
to sublease my room I WILL
BUY YOU A PARKING PASS
FOR 48 WEST FOR THE
YEAR!!
Email
sundberc@mail.gvsu.edu if
interested :)

SUBLEASERLooking for subleaser at
Meadows Crossing for
2012/2013 school year. Can
move in between July 27th
and early October!
Email

ROOMMATES:
My roommate and I are look
ing for 2 more girl room
mates for the 2012-2013
school year! We’re in a 4
bedroom 2.5 bath end unit at
Campus View, and we’re
both going to be juniors this
year. We like to have a lot of
fun, but we know how to bal
ance our school work and
our free time. We lived in this
unit last year as well, so it’s
completely furnished already
with the exception of the
bedrooms. If you think you
might be interested, feel free
to email me at
stowrebecca@gmail.com!

Need chiropractic care?
Brusveen Chiropractic is only
5 minutes GVSU in Allendale.
GV STUDENT SPEICAL!
Free first exam, with ID.
Call today to set up an
appointment. 616-777-0309

FREE CLASSIFIEDS FOR STUDENTS,
FACULTY AND STAFF some restrictions apply
FOR COMMERCIAL RATES CALL 616-331-2460

classifieds @ lanthorn.com
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Services

.V: "■ o> 447 >51 5' /

Brian’s Books is open M-F all
summer for your conven
ience. Buy or Rent for sum
mer courses. BB’s is the only
book rental option at Grand
Valley! briansbooks.net
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http://www.gvsuoffcampushousing.com

YOURS FOR
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poetically
8 Amount
consumed
9 Piglet’s papa
10 Grooving on
11 Glimpsed
16 Sported
19 Rue the run
20 “Pet” plant
21 KFC additive
22 Group
23 Squabbling
25 Meadows
26 Arrest record
27 6-Down’s
mate
28 “Finding
30 Chow
33 Medics’
prioritization

for drivers
46 Circle
47 Birthright
barterer
48 — out a
living
49 Church
section
50 Take on
51 Dead heat
DOWN
1 Prepared
2 Eggs
3 Blankets for
passengers
4 Charlatan
5 Ceremony
6 First lady
7 For all time,
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34 In — (as
found)
36 Resentment
37 Detective
novelist
Paretsky
38 Witticism
39 Coffee shop
vessels
40 Practice
pugHism
42 “So what?”
43 “— was
saying ...”
44 Tackle
moguls
45 Ball-bearing
item
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SPANISH TUTOR WANTED:
Spanish-major seeking
someone to practice speak
ing with, preferably a native
speaker or someone who is
very fluent. $8.00 hr, 4X a
week.
Please contact Crissy
at nellisc@mail.qvsu.edu.

King Crossword
1
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0TIME WASTERS
ACROSS
1 Scale
member
4 Priceless?
8 Egyptian
bird
12 Longoria or
Mendes
13 Tear apart
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Aardwolf
Adda*
Anole
Avocet

Bandicoot
Beira
Chamois
CokKoto

Dik-dik
Eland
Izard
Lorikeet
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Grab an application
Porbeagle
Rhebok
Tucu-tucu
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ORIGINAL POETRY AND PHOTOGRAPHY

BY NANCY FINNEY

GVSU GRADUATE STUDENT
i.

traffic jams slow
(down)
my heart.
pound, bleed, start, breathe,
stop - wait,
lights gotta shine
on & on & on
me... you.

Ill

u know they always tryna show u where 2 go. (they think we don’t know)
...i look both ways b4 crossin the road, and dont need to be told
when or where
(cuz im bold)
oh, no/no/no.
& they’re all: “left-right-red-yellow-gooo (slow)”

11.
i hugged a poet one time
in the middle
of division street.
(yea they call it that, it runs perpendicular 2 wealthy.)
downtown there’s a city built to devise/we were born to decide
which people
ride/rise/fly
they say the rest should goodbye cuz “i want the whole damn pie.”
so, survive

v III.
“shhhh baby its all bogus”
its a joke or a hoax jus dont be like THOSE folks.
use your words with no restriction
ego/CONFIDENCE/conviction.
cuz they talkin bout...
champagne change, cigars & cars, top-shelf self-help,
how bizarre.

IV.
i’m not down with division,
just obsessed with rough revisions,
so baby, please, don’t tread on me.
my colors ain’t runnin cuz im free
(spirited)

Nancy Finney is a graduate student at Grand Valley State University, working
toward her master’s degree in public administration.
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